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Blashford Lakes © Keith Betton 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Blashford Lakes is an area of land in the Avon Valley to the north of 
Ringwood, Hampshire, incorporating a series of lakes formed by sand and 
gravel extraction from the late 1940’s to 2004. The Blashford Lakes Nature 
Reserve, encompasses approximately 360 acres of this wider area, 
including Ibsley Water, Ellingham Lake, Ivy Lake, Blashford Lake and the 
land surrounding them. There are a wide variety of habitats (lake, pond, 
river, ancient woodland and secondary woodland, grassland and reedbed). 
As a result its wildlife is very diverse and it is an attractive destination for 
visitors throughout the year. 
 

The Blashford Lakes are important nature conservation habitats, 
recognised by national and international designations (SSSI, SPA and 
SAC) for migratory over-wintering wildfowl. Most activity by the Blashford 
Project occurs on and around Ibsley Water and Ivy Lake - the lakes and 
adjoining tracts of land provide a significant recreational resource for local 
residents, with an extensive educational role provided through the 
Blashford Lakes Centre. This was opened in 1996 by Professor David 
Bellamy and general public access to the nature reserve has been 
permitted and promoted since 2006. During that time the permissive 
footpath network has been extended to 8km of rolled gravel footpaths and 
the reserve also boasts 11 bird watching hides and screens. Ease of 
accessibility has been considered throughout the reserves development 
and as a result the reserve is visited and enjoyed by people of all ages and 
physical abilities.  
 

The nature reserve is managed as the Blashford Project by Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust in partnership with the landowners of the site 
Bournemouth Water and Wessex Water. Partner representatives meet 
regularly throughout the year to discuss and agree project work.  
 

The project currently employs 3 full-time members of staff, supported by an 
invaluable, enthusiastic and growing team of volunteers.  
 

In addition, education activity on site is supported by two Outdoor Learning 
Tutors employed on a sessional basis.  
 

Not withstanding extraordinary circumstances, the nature reserve is open 
daily, from 9am-4.30pm, 364 days of the year. 
 

COVID-19 
 

Unsurprisingly work and activity during this period has continued to be 
significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and this is reflected by 
the data and content within this report. Although the Reserves Officer 
worked throughout to ensure site safety and security the Education Officer 
and Assistant Education Officer were both furloughed part-time for two 
days per week from 12th January 2021 – 17th February 2021 (during the 
national lockdown of this period when there was no face-to-face teaching or 
public engagement). The bird hides were re-opened to the visitors in July 
2021, although the centre has remained closed to all visitors except booked 
groups throughout this period. 
 

For more information and links to the informative reserve blog and events 

programme see: 
 

www.hiwwt.org.uk/nature-reserves/blashford-lakes-nature-reserve    

www.hiwwt.org.uk/education-centres/blashford-lakes-education-centre   

http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/education-centres/blashford-lakes-education-centre
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1.1 Summary of highlights: Education 
 
Excluding the lockdown at the beginning of 2021 the centre has been open 
to school groups for booked visits throughout the reporting period and it 
was great to resume activities on a more “normal” basis, albeit with a 
number of covid-19 risk management strategies in place, including a 
reduction in our bookings capacity from those pre-pandemic. 
 
Our public engagement saw the recommencement of Wildlife Tots and Wild 
Days Out towards the end of this reporting period. It was especially 
rewarding to re-offer the Wild Day Out school holiday activity days in the 
summer holidays and to appreciate just how much those opportunities were 
enjoyed by the attending children. 
 

• 19 - the number of schools visiting the nature reserve for guided 

activities.  
 

• 29 - the number of children participating in Wild Day Out school 

holiday activity days which recommenced with limited places on offer in 
the summer holidays. 

 

• 53 - the number of home-educated children engaged in outdoor 

learning activities. 
 

• 354 - the number of children and adults participating in guided face 

to face public events and activities 
 

• 1409 – the total number of people engaged in face-to-face 

education during this period. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Our Wildlife Tots parent/carer-toddler events were re-started in June 

2021 after a 14-month long covid-19 driven hiatus. Pond dipping has 

proven to be at least as popular as ever! © Tracy Standish 
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1.2 Summary of highlights: Wildlife 
 

 
 

• A Ring-billed Gull, a North American species, was seen from early 

January until late March in the roost on Ibsley Water. It is presumed 

to have been the returning bird from previous winters, although 

previously it has arrived and left earlier.  

 

• A pair of Marsh Tit, present since July 2020, remained throughout 
the summer and are presumed to have attempted breeding, the first 
known to have done so since at least 2006. 
 

• Further discoveries of solitary bee species using the reserve have 
highlighted the importance of the habitat mosaics on the reserve for 
these species. In particular the importance of bare ground habitats 
for nesting. 
 

• Moth trapping produced a few new species for the reserve including 

the Olive Crescent, a Red Data Book species, now showing signs of 

increase, it is also an occasional migrant. It is a woodland species 

and so may become established on the reserve in time. 
 
 
 

              

 

  

Olive Crescent © Bob Chapman 
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2. EDUCATION OVERVIEW 
 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to impact on the quantity and 
nature of our education program over the course of this reporting period. 
 
The Centre re-opened to school group bookings in September 2020, 
although just two groups visited that autumn/winter. Bookings did however 
pick up dramatically in the summer term although, in line with the approach 
to re-opening taken by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust across its 
Centres, our post-pandemic capacity has been limited to schools visiting 
with different “bubbles” on alternate days, normally Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and with just one class at a time. 
 
This approach has allowed us to ensure sufficient time between groups for 
the equipment and facilities to be disinfected or quarantined but obviously 
has limited the number of schools, participants and other groups that we 
have been able to see in this time.  
 
Both the Education Officer and Assistant Education Officer were furloughed 
for two days per week during the period of Spring lockdown, from 12th 
January 2021 – 17th February 2021. 
 
The Assistant Education Officer reconvened the face-to-face meetings of 
our Young Naturalist wildlife group for 13-17 year olds in December – just 
in time to revert back temporarily to an online meeting during the January 
lockdown! As with all face-to-face events face to face activity has been very 
much welcomed by the group. 
 
Online delivery also facilitated our ability to engage with community groups 
with several Zoom meetings to adult special interest groups (RSPB/Wildlife 
Trust etc.) reaching a far larger audience than our “traditional” 
presentations in person would have done.  
 
The Assistant Education Officer also reduced her hours from five days to 
two days per week for the latter half of this reporting period, during which 
time the decision was made not to appoint anyone to make up the shortfall 
while our ability to take bookings was limited. At the time of writing this 
report we have successfully recruited a second Assistant Education Officer 
to make up a full time equivalent post. 
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Students completed many activities and learning objectives throughout 
the day. It was fast paced with access to a range of habitats & many 
students enjoyed the work more than they expected to. The range, 
close proximity of habitats and knowledge of the staff makes the visit 
varied, interesting and gives us the opportunity to cover a lot of out of  
school and their other subjects needs to be limited. Students always 
return to school with work in a short period of time. This is valuable as 
taking students a much deeper understanding of the complexities of 
ecological sampling and with an enthusiasm for this branch of biology.  

Year 12/13 teacher, Ringwood School, July 2021  
 

2.1 Formal education program 
 

  

Children and Young People Adult Education 
Formal + 

Adult 
Education 

Total 
(including 
attending 
adults) 

Number 
of groups 

Adults in 
attendance 

Pre-
school 

Infant Junior Secondary 
Tertiary 

Ed 

Total 
(excluding 
attending 
adults) 

Number 
of 

groups 
Adults 

Number of 
participants 

32 143 15 155 253 14 88 525 0 0 668 

 

Having reviewed our risk assessments and procedures the Centre re-
opened to school group bookings in September 2020. However, although 
we saw some schools come in that initial period of re-opening, we 
received few enquiries and, sadly, a number of cancellations due to the 
fluidity of covid restrictions coupled with head teachers individual 
responses to the adverse effects of covid on their schools at different 
times.  
 
Late spring did see our school bookings pick up, albeit that our capacity 
with covid management procedures in place was limited to the number of 
groups that we could see in a teaching week of alternate days with 
smaller group sizes than we have historically seen pre-pandemic.  
 
We have not yet re-started our life-long learning activity programme and 
we look forward to doing so in the coming year. 
 
Feedback from teachers has, as always, been very positive: 

Having just completed our reflections of the year, the majority of the children 
put the visit to Blashford Lakes in their memorable moments list. 

Year 4 teacher, St Martin's School, Salisbury, June 2021 
 

Thank you so so much for the wonderful visit yesterday. The students were 
so animated about it when we drove back- they absolutely loved being able 
to see all of the creatures close up and doing something a bit different!  

Teacher, Great Oak (Secondary) School, May 2021 
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2.2 Informal education program 
 
2.2.1 Youth organisations/community group visits 
 

Number of 
groups 

< 5's 
5 to 
11's 

12 to 
25's 

Adult 
Total 
number of 
participants 

11 0 56 0 588 644 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We received a small number of enquiries from scout and guide groups for 
whom we led some face-to-face guided pond dipping and den building 
meetings and led one guided walk for a local Dorset Wildlife Trust group.  
 
The vast majority of our informal adult engagement this year was however 
done virtually via Zoom or similar alternative platforms. The internet 
connection at Blashford Lakes is poor and everything did not always go 
smoothly, but all of the online presentations, the majority of which were 
delivered by the Reserves Officer to adult special interest bird groups, 
were well received. In addition the nature of the medium enabled us to 
engage a far larger audience than that which we would have done in the 
past to the same group in their normal meeting place. 
 
Thank you very much for looking after us yesterday Jim. It was a visit I 
enjoyed very much and I am sure that everyone else did as 
well.  Fortunately, the weather was good which makes a lot of difference 
when we are outdoors most of the time.  It was great to be able to go into 
the hides again and this was the best part of the morning. 
 
The “Tramper” was also excellent and made such a difference for me - I 
wouldn’t have been able to go otherwise and I am very grateful to have 
been able to borrow it from the Centre. 

Walk organiser, Dorset Wildlife Trust: Wimborne Local Group 
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2.2.2 Wild Days Out 
 

 5 to 8's 7 to 12's Total 

Number of events held 2 2 4 

Number of participants 11 18 29 

After a pro-longed covid-19 induced absence it was a genuine pleasure to 
advertise and run a small number of our long-running holiday activity days 
during the school summer holiday. 
 
As with everything delivered during this time our numbers were far more 
restricted than would normally be the case in order to ensure suitable 
social distancing throughout the activities and as a result the number of 
children engaged was less than half that engaged during the same  
 

 
 
number of sessions held in the previous reporting year prior to the 
pandemic. 
 
Wild Days Out have always been about providing children with the 
opportunity to enjoy and find out about nature through an informal play 
based approach to learning, and after months of lockdown and limited 
opportunities for outdoor play and learning it very much felt like the 
children and young people who attended these sessions were more than  
ready for them. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed and made the most of every 
opportunity that was provided and it was very apparent in our post-covid 
attendees that there was a very real need for these kinds of experiences.  
 
Dear Jim, your blog has prompted me to belatedly say thank you so much 
for the wet and wild day out. My daughters went along and had an 
absolute blast. So much so, they've convinced my husband to dig a pond 
in the garden! I'm not sure it will be big enough for snorkelling, mind... 
Anyway, huge thanks to you for all the thought, effort and enthusiasm that 
goes into these days. 

Kate, parent of Wild Day Out attendees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where else is a child given the opportunity for a fish-eye view 

of a New Forest River than at a Wild Day Out event? © Jim Day 
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Young Naturalists putting their mixing 

bowl/mobile phone sound recorders to 

good use! © Tracy Standish 

2.2.3 Public events and guided walks 
 

Number of 
events 

Adults 
Children and 

Young People 
Totals 

47 158 196 354 

 

Education staff and volunteers have worked within the constraints of covid 
risk management to deliver a programme of public engagement as wide 
reaching and as varied as possible.  
 
This included the welcome return of the informal, twice monthly, volunteer 
led adult Health Walks from the 28th July, with thanks to Nigel Owen for 
organising and leading them. 
 

Funding of the monthly 
meeting Young Naturalist 
group for young people (aged 
13-17 years) by the Cameron 
Bespolka Trust ended in 
December 2020, during which 
month the group also 
celebrated its first face-to-face 
meeting since February with a 
“Christmas” campfire cook out. 
 
Prior to the December meeting, 
and again with the 
reintroduction of lockdown 
restrictions in January 2021, 
the group met for two hour long 

virtual meetings using Zoom 
and aided by the digital 
microscope they covered a 

range of subjects including 
pond and river life, moths, 
birds and skulls. Aided by  

 

PowerPoint and a lot of photos they also covered topics including 
insects (primarily bees, butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies), 
reptiles, birds of prey and freshwater fish. Guest speakers included a 
New Forest National Park Ranger and a New Forest Commoner. As 
good as the virtual meetings were though, there is really nothing quite like 
meeting in person for hands-on activities, the highlight from this year 
which surely must have been the Dawn Chorus walk complete with DIY 
parabolic reflector/sound recorder devices which surprised everyone with 
their effectiveness! 
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One of many river processes & river study sessions delivered to 

individual home educated children & their families as restrictions were 

eased. © Jim Day 

In addition to family pond dipping, river dipping, and “mini-beasting” 
activity days our events programme in this period has also included a 
number of bespoke educational activities for the local home-educated 
children and their families. Covering the geography and ecology of rivers, 
and all things stinging nettle related (the plants importance for wildlife, it’s 
use as a fibre in cordage making and eating and cooking - not necessarily 
in that order!) we were able to welcome back lots of returning families and 
work with many others for what will hopefully prove to be the first of many 
times: 
 

As a group, we would like to reiterate our thanks for such a good day 
yesterday. It was a lovely calm day enjoyed by everybody - please pass 
on our thanks to Nora for volunteering her time to help yesterday too. It is 
great to see the kids accessing such brilliant outdoor learning 
opportunities and we know this wouldn’t be possible without funding and 
volunteers as well as the education team at Blashford. We will be back in 
touch! 

Rhiannon, home-educator, June 2021 
 

We had a fabulous day with 
suitable challenges and 
activities to keep all the kids 
happy. It was a brilliant day and 
we all learnt a lot - everyone 
loved it!!  The parents and kids 
were really pleased they had 
the opportunity to be involved 
and learn about nettles in 
greater detail. Jim was brilliant 
at modelling each process and 
sharing his knowledge of the 
insects that live and feed off the 
flora. Excellent session. Thank 
you again. We would jump at 
the chance to have more 
sessions at Blashford Lakes.  

Anon. home-educator, July 2021  
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3. VISITORS  

 
The lockdown, in conjunction with the wet start to 2021 understandably 
had a significant impact on our visitor numbers in January and early 
February but it is also true that as the weather warmed up and covid 
restrictions were eased Blashford Lakes was busier than it would have 
been historically during the Spring and the Summer holidays. This can be 
attributed to the combination of increased local tourism and the continued 
“discovery” of the site by local people looking for alternative days out for 
their families or convenient and attractive “safe” locations to meet up 

outdoors with friends or family. Although the Centre and toilets remained 
closed to all visitors with the exception of groups booking activities, 
portable toilets have been provided for the convenience of all our visitors 
throughout this period. A one-way system of footpaths remained in 
operation to assist visitors ability to social distance from each other until 
July at which time the bird hides were also re-opened to the public, albeit 
with the recommendation of face coverings and social distancing within 
them. 

Month Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug TOTAL 

Number 
of 

Visitors 

1825 1350 1795 1495 1342 1900 1970 2715 1880 1658 1770 2590 22,290 
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Our Welcome Volunteers exude an abundance of knowledge, 

enthusiasm and good cheer, even when it's cold (or wet) outside! 

 © Chloe Dalglish 

It has been gratifying to see that with the re-opening of the hides the bird 
watchers of old have returned and that the non-birdwatching walking 
visitors who have only discovered the site since the onset of the 
pandemic have continued to visit alongside them, with both groups of 
visitors enjoying the access to nature that the site provides. 
 
The Assistant Education Officer has continued to maintain a series of 
“look at this” moveable / changeable seasonal wildlife signs throughout 
the year. The small information boards, part of the Veolia Environment 
Trust funded project to enhance the nature reserve have proven to be a 
very popular and highly effective way of engaging “remotely” with our 
visitors and helping them to notice and enjoy animals, plants, fungi and 
sensory experiences many visitors would often have otherwise over-
looked. 
 
Our “Welcome Volunteers” have been on site for at least five out of seven 
days each week, every week, throughout this period and often more often 
than that. In addition to offering a smiling greeting and being able to 
advice on how visitors may get the best out of their visit to the nature 
reserve they are able to generate a small amount of income through sales 
of bird boxes, second-hand books and identification guides. We also 
observe a small but substantial increase in voluntary visitor donations 
whenever we have welcome volunteers on site and, like all of our 
volunteers, they are passionate supporters and advocates of our work at 
Blashford Lakes. 
 
Thank you! We have very much been enjoying walks and runs around the 
nature reserve throughout the lockdown. Aren't we so lucky to have such 
a beautiful area on our doorstep!  

Lauren, parent of a Wild Day Out “regular”, February 20221 
 

Dear friends at Hants and isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, I have received my 
new member pack and greatly look forward to visiting many of the exciting 
places listed, when we are finally let out to go around! During this 
wretched pandemic it has been a lifeline to visit my local “treasure” which 
is Blashford Lakes, Hants , luckily for me within walking distance. Many 
thanks for everything that you all do in the organisation and particularly 
warm appreciation to the hard-working folk at Blashford. 

Pat, a new “convert”! January 2021 
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4. ACCESS FOR ALL 

 
 
Although our covid risk management prevented our loaning out the sites 
two mobility scooters to less physically able visitors, they have been well 
received since we recommenced issuing them from June. 
 
Footpath maintenance and access improvements have, as always, 
continued to form a distinct component of the Reserve Officers tasks with 
the volunteers – no mean feat with 8km of surfaced footpath to keep on 
top of across the nature reserve. 
 
We have also seen the gradual return of social services and carers with 
groups of young people or adults and young people with additional needs 
towards the latter end of the period covered by this report. 
 
The one-way social distance enhancing footpath routes, which were 
introduced and maintained throughout the duration of covid restrictions, 
certainly facilitated visits by clinically vulnerable visitors who very much 
appreciated the efforts that were made to help them enjoy their visit and 
feel safe while doing so. 
 
A small number of visitors, particularly those with learning disabilities or 
phobias, visit the site regularly for a safe and enjoyable walk in a familiar 
location without worrying about the “surprises” of cyclists, dogs or horses 
which are commonly encountered in other accessible countryside 
locations.  
 

 
 
For the last few years, each summer, there has been a successive 
increase in visitors from ethnic minority groups, in particular people of 
Asian backgrounds. This increase in minority groups accessing the site 
was particularly apparent this summer. Some work is needed to research 
if this is a growing trend across the New Forest National Park or if 
Blashford Lakes is specifically offering something that is attracting this 
growing audience, and if so, that we can do to further facilitate visits by 
non-white families and individuals throughout the year. 
 
The “Tramper” was excellent and made such a difference for me - I 
wouldn’t have been able to visit with the group otherwise and I am very 
grateful to have been able to borrow it from the Centre. Thank you! 

Walk organiser, Dorset Wildlife Trust: Wimborne Local Group 

Month Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug TOTAL 

Number of 
"Tramper" 
mobility 
scooter 

bookings 

<      Trampers unavailable due to covid-19 risk management      > 4 2 3 9 
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5. VOLUNTEERS 
 
Although the pandemic has, by necessity, reduced the number of 
volunteers and the amount of volunteering activity throughout much of the 
reporting period, the time and help that volunteers have been able to 
contribute has, as always, been at least as invaluable, if not more 
invaluable, than ever. Volunteers have provided essential support across 
all areas of work at Blashford Lakes this year, in particular, visitor 
engagement and conservation (including wardening, wildlife survey and 
practical conservation roles).  
 
As previously reported all volunteer activity on site was suspended with 
the onset of the first lockdown in March 2020 until July when a limited 
number of volunteers took up voluntary warden duties to assist us with 
the monitoring and management of visitors on site. Individual volunteers 
provided “eyes and ears”, walking the site, litter picking and engaging with 
the public for 2-3 hours at a time on most days from July 2020 until April 
2021. 
 
Small teams of 5 or fewer volunteers briefly resumed practical 
conservation tasks and provided the Reserves Officer with much needed 
additional manpower throughout September and October 2020 until the 
exponential rise in covid cases led to the Trust cancelling work parties 
again. They did not recommence again until April 2021 at which point we 
also welcomed back our Welcome and Education Volunteers, all on a 
somewhat more limited basis than would historically have been the case 
and with strict procedures in place to manage the risk of covid-19 to staff, 
volunteers and visitors. 
 
The Blashford volunteers are a warm, sociable group who derive a lot of 
pleasure and satisfaction from their work on site and their relationship 
with the staff and each other. It is very much debateable who has 
appreciated the return to more normal volunteering activity on the nature 
reserve, the staff or the volunteers! 
 
The time, expertise and support which our volunteers freely give to 
Blashford Lakes is highly valued and appreciated by the staff and 

although it can be over-looked by many it is also often very much 
recognised by the visitors who benefit from their efforts also. 
 
 

5.1 Education volunteers 
 

Despite the cessation of much face-to face engagement activity and 
volunteering opportunities for so much of this reporting period from 
March, this year 16 welcome volunteers and 12 education volunteers 
have between them contributed the equivalent of approximately 121.5 
days (to education and visitor engagement activities) on behalf of the 
Blashford Project at Blashford Lakes.  
 
Opportunities for our education volunteers to contribute to our work have 
been much more limited than normal due to the reduction in group 
bookings as well as the size of the groups that have come in. As always 

The conservation volunteers clearing vegetation near Tern 

Hide to maintain views of the lake and habitat for nesting 

Little Ringed Plover. © Bob Chapman 
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however, when we have been able to engage volunteers in our activities 
they have very much contributed to the learning during, and overall 
enjoyment of, the visits by both the children as well as the accompanying 
adults. 
 
Not afraid of “getting their hands dirty” their help and support, not just with 
the teaching, but also with the extensive & rigorous cleaning procedures 
required before, after and during each visit has also been invaluable in 
the post-covid world of teaching in which we have found ourselves, and, 
indeed, there were occasions when a volunteer would come in at the end 
of the day to “just” provide us with help disinfecting equipment after a 
school group had left. 
 
We would not be able to offer as much as we do without the support of 
our volunteers, particularly in respect of the delivery of the volunteer led 
“Health Walks”, the school holiday “Wild Day Out” activity day provision, 
or our “Young Naturalists” group. 
 
The Education and Assistant Education Officer are extremely grateful for 
all the support they have received and continue to receive. 
 
The relatively new volunteer engagement role of “Welcome Volunteer”, 
which came into being at the end of March 2019, has continued to go 
from strength to strength, despite the pro-longed hiatus induced by the 
pandemic when the Welcome Hut was closed. We have recruited several 
new Welcome Volunteers during the reporting period with Welcome 
Volunteers returning and re-opening the Welcome Hut from April 2020.  
 
Based in the “Welcome Hut” outside the centre they fulfil a much-needed 
role of welcoming visitors, new and returning, to the nature reserve. They 
provide our visitors with assistance and guidance, as well as general 
information about the site, the Project, the Wildlife Trust and local area as 
required. They have been on site for a minimum of 5 days every week 
since the summer and often there has been a welcome volunteer 
presence for at least some of every day. 
 
Visitors are very much appreciative of this personal touch, and this has 
been proven by a small but notable increase in visitor donations on those 

days when volunteers are on site. The volunteers prove particularly 
invaluable when staff are not available in the centre due to teaching 
commitments or site management tasks.  

5.2 Conservation volunteers 
 
Volunteer work parties were suspended for much of the period, having 

restarted in July 2021 with limited numbers they were then halted again 

during the mid-winter lockdown and restarted again in April, fortunately 

just in time to deploy the tern rafts. Suspension and a cap on numbers for 

some of the time inevitably meant that participation was reduced, 

however it is pleasing to report that there was great enthusiasm for 

restarting and volunteer numbers were soon back up to pre-covid levels. 

5.3 Wildlife survey volunteers  
 

Survey work undertaken by volunteers is primarily bird ringing (particularly 

the CES plot), butterfly transects and reptile surveys, was less impacted 

by restrictions than last year, although bird ringing in the winter period 

was severely curtailed. 

 
Once again special thanks goes to Bob Taylor for organising the two 
butterfly transects, and Jacki Griffith for her work on the reptile surveys. 
Kevin Sayer and his team from Christchurch Harbour Ringing Group have 
continued with ringing projects at Blashford as restrictions have allowed.  
 

1) A Constant Effort Site (CES) aimed at establishing comparative 
year to year data on adult survival and fledging success, this is 
part of a national network of sites and it was possible to resume 
this after last year’s suspension.  

2) Woodland bird ringing, aimed especially at finches and very useful 
for training new ringers, this was impacted by the winter lockdown.  

3) Colour-ringing of black-headed gull chicks to look at movements 
after fledging and return rates saw no birds being ringed in the 
period., due to the restrictions, but there were very few nesting 
gulls present so it is possible none would have been ringed in any 
event. 
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4) Nest box monitoring around the Centre area, a project undertaken 
by Brenda Cook, was suspended due to the restrictions as main 
lockdown coincided with the peak time for work on this project. 

6. ACCESS AND INTERPRETATION 
 
As already noted, the Welcome Hut really came into its own proving a 

valuable resource for the considerable number of new visitors, especially 

during the summer period. The paths were open throughout and the 

variety of circular routes possible and good surfaces proved popular, even 

though the bird hides were closed from until July. 

6.1 Car parking 
 

The car parks operated as normal until March 2020, when they were both 
closed during the first lockdown. When some travel was allowed again the 
decision was taken to open only the parking on the south side of 
Ellingham Drove, this can accommodate 30-35 vehicles and it was felt 
that, with many containing family groups, this was a reasonable number 
of people to be on site at one time without resulting in crowding problems 
at pinch points. 

6.2 Paths 
 

With the advent of social distancing, it was decided to make as much of 
the path network one-way as was possible, at a few points, such as along 
the boardwalk this was essential as passing at a safe distance was 
impossible. In addition, passing places were cut out at intervals beside 
the paths to allow people to pass one another at a safe distance. This has 
generally worked well and been well received by visitors, allowing them to 
visit with increased safety. To back up this we deployed a number of 
blackboard signs, this method has allowed us to easily change advice as 

the guidance has been altered over the months. During the summer when 
rules were relaxed somewhat a number of small indicator signs were put 
out to highlight points of interest and suggest small scale activities, these 
were well received by visitors.  

6.3 Screens and viewpoint 
 
With the hides being unavailable the screens have become more 
important for visitors, as has the main car park viewpoint. An opening was 
made in the screen beside Ivy North Hide turning it into a viewing screen. 
 

6.4 Centre Area 
 
This area proved valuable during the summer rule relaxation and became 
very popular with families in particular. The space allowed social 
distancing and outdoor eating. 
 
The Welcome Hut remained very popular during the autumn and winter 
period and provided a focus for visitors seeking information about the 
reserve. It was served by volunteers and was open on most days of the 
week, even in mid-winter.  
 
Once restrictions were in place it served as a work base and socially 
distanced information point. The addition of outdoor wi-fi hubs at the 
shelter and on the end of the classroom have enabled the extension of 
connection to the Welcome Hut and dipping ponds. 
 
The planters developed well and attracted a good deal of interest for their 
wildlife friendly plantings and the insects they attracted. The wildlife 
gardening plant stall did well, probably partly due to the increased 
awareness promoted by the plantings. 
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Sicus ferrugineus a big-headed fly that is a parasite of bees, 

one of many visitors to the planters. © Bob Chapman 

 
 
 

6.5 Social Media 
 
The blog is less popular than it was as social media has switched to more 
immediate and shorter form platforms. It seems likely that the number of 
engagements has increased even if the duration of each has diminished. 
The blog remains useful and good numbers of subscribers receive it by 
email. Once again blog posts featuring the work of the Young Naturalists 
remain especially popular. It is much harder to identify the reach of other 
media platforms, but feedback and comments suggest we are still 
achieving good levels of engagement. 
 
The sighting boards have been updated less regularly and we suspended 
use of local and national websites to advertise sightings of rarer species 
in March as this risked encouraging unnecessary travel. 
 
 

 

7 WILDLIFE 

7.1 Survey work 
 
Moth trapping was undertaken throughout a good part of the year, once 
again a period of cold in the spring depressed numbers, April’s frosts 
being particularly impactful. A number of additions were made to the 
reserve list, many of them micro-moths. 

 
 
 
 

Cosmopterix scribaiella – A tiny micro-moth and one of the newly 

recorded species in 2021 © Bob Chapman 
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Two butterfly transects were again undertaken by volunteers, one to the 

north of the reserve on South West Water’s holding and one to the south 

on the area owned by Wessex Water. 
 
The reptile surveys were undertaken but with a later start due to Covid 

restrictions. This was especially unfortunate as a warm March resulted in 

lots of casual sightings by staff, but by the time formal surveys were 

recommenced these had been reduced by the very cold April we 

experienced. 

 
The monthly winter waterfowl counts were carried out in all months, but 

only as Covid restrictions and the willingness of private owners to permit 

access allowed. As a result only the lakes within the reserve or visible 

from it have a complete dataset for the period. 

7.2 Wildlife conservation success 
 
The tern rafts on Ivy Lake were used for nesting again, although 
occupation was slow with 17 pairs settled by 27th May and probably 21 
pairs by 9th June, by which time the first Black-headed Gull chick was 
flying. I suspect the warm March encouraged some gulls to start nesting 
early, whereas the cold in April set back the start of nesting for the terns 
and remainder of the gulls. We seem to have reached something of a 
ceiling in tern numbers in the range 20-25 pairs, despite good fledging 
success over the years. Occasional larger numbers are probably related 
to events elsewhere, possibly on the coast and it would appear that most 
of the juveniles reared at Blashford go on to nest elsewhere.  
 

The restarting of volunteering came just in time for the deployment of rafts 
which were put out on Ivy Lake. The large raft on Ibsley Water was 
already occupied by Black-headed Gulls by this time and earlier lack of 
volunteer assistance had meant this raft had been left in place to ride out 
the winter. 
 
Fledging success was good by national standards with a minimum of 28 
from 21 pairs (1.33 chicks per pair), although considerably below our best 
productivity. This rate is still well above replacement so this colony, 
although small is a consistent net supplier of birds into the overall UK 
breeding population, a claim that cannot be made at many much larger 
colonies. 
 
Some of the newly created sand banks have successfully attracted a 
good range of solitary bees and it is planned to continue with creation of 
these important features in suitable locations around the reserve. 
 
Some 10 years ago an area of Rhododendrom ponticum was removed 
near the entrance to the reserve. The woodland at this location had not 
been dug for gravel and represented the original woodland surface, 
although the flora had been almost totally lost due to the Rhododendron. 
A feature of the undamaged woodland floor at Blashford is the Wild 
Daffodil population, so it was decided to see if this could be restored. 
Seed was collected and carefully spread in contact with the soil and 
recovered with leaf litter. I am delighted to say that this has been a great  

Juvenile Common Tern © Bob Chapman 
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success and the old Hazel trees now have patches of Wild Daffodil 
flowering beneath them as they probably did 100 or so years ago before 
the Rhododendron became established. 
 

7.3 Conservation work – target habitats 
 

7.3.1 River Habitats 
 
Himalayan Balsam was again pulled from the river corridor although 

access to the southern end has become very difficult and some were 

missed in this area. Three plants of North American Skunk Cabbage were 

found and removed from the lower Dockens Water, the up-stream source 

of the seed has now been discovered and work is in hand to deal with this 

at source. 
 

7.3.2 Scrub and woodland  
 
Woodland work was severely limited by the lack of first aid cover available 
to allow work with machinery. However several days work was 
undertaken laying, coppicing and pollarding willows iin the area between 
Goosander and Lapwing Hides. 
 
Some further Ash were felled as they succumbed to ash die-back and it 
seems likely there will be few left in the publicly accessible areas within a 
year or two. Where possible trees off the beaten track are being left to 
see if they show signs of recovery or to stand as deadwood. 
 

7.3.3 Acidic grassland 
 
Ragwort control was undertaken, but again at a reduced level due to the 
lack of volunteer input with regular control close to the reserve boundaries 
to minimise the likelihood of spread onto neighbouring land 
 
Grazing was restored using New Forest ponies as in previous years, 
some mowing was also done to try and make up for the lack of grazing in 
2020.There remains a backlog of clearance to remove encroaching 
bramble scrub as a whole season’s work was lost, although any areas 
accessible to the ATV towed mower or self-propelled flail mower were cut. 
 
 

Wild Daffodil grown from seed and established in restored woodland 

cleared of Rhododendron © Bob Chapman 
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7.3.4 Fen 
 
No management was undertaken in fen areas due to lack of staff, as it is 
not safe to work in these areas unaccompanied. 

7.3.5 Lichen heath 
 
Some small-scale bramble and birch removal was undertaken as in 
previous years. It is planned to undertake a larger trial of scraping the 
surface of the Lichen Heath to see if it can be “rebooted” by removal of 
the more nutrient rich upper few centimetres.   
     

7.3.6 Invasive plants 
 
The main target of alien control was Himalayan (also known as Indian) 
balsam Impatiens glandulifera along the Dockens Water. Some control of 
pink purslane Claytonia sibirica was also carried out in this area and 3 
plants of American Skunk Cabbage were dug out. Elsewhere on the 
reserve grey and Italian alder were removed as were Turkey oak. 

 
CABI have used the south-eastern corner of Blashford Lakes as a release 
site for the mite which it is hoped will aid control of Cassula helmsii the 
work has been paid for by Wessex Water and is ongoing. 
 
 
It is to be hope that this area can be incorporated into the reserve as 
planned in the near future as it would provide both a valuable circular 
route around the reserve and an increase in the variety of habitat the 
visitor can experience on their visits. 

 

Crassula helmsii with mite infestation impacting upon the growing tips 
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8. WATER BIRD SPECIES MONITORING  
 
Monthly wildfowl counts were carried out as restrictions allowed. This 
meant that full counts were only possible for the lakes on the reserve or 
visible from there for a number of months in the period. Consequently the 
usual analysis cannot be done due to the large amount of missing data. 
The analysis concentrates on the two main waters within the reserve 
Ibsley Water and Ivy Lake, one from within the ownership of each water 
company partner. 
 
 

 

 

IVY LAKE 
 
Ivy Lake is the main resource for waterfowl within the Wessex Water 
holding area, with Blashford Lake the only other water to ever hold 
significant numbers. Although all the lakes seem to be prone to 
considerable year to year variation in numbers Ivy Lake is probably the 
least variable. That said the balance of species does seem to be 
changing with Coot numbers declining, such that the complex is no longer 
of national importance for the species. Gadwall have also declined and as 
both species often associate and fed on the same diet, it is perhaps a 
reasonable assumption that decline in food availability is the driver of 
these changes. In recent years Wigeon numbers have increased on Ivy 
Lake with a decrease on Ibsley Water, this seems to be the result of a 
change from feeding by grazing to feeding on items dabbled from the lake 
surface. 
 
 

 
   

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
As noted in previous recent reports the number of Gadwall visiting the 
whole complex each winter has been declining for some years, however 
the recent pattern for Ivy Lake has been more stable and this lake 
regularly holds at least half of the total count.  
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Pintail numbers were particularly high with birds feeding at night on 

floods in the valley resting by day on Ibsley Water. © Bob Chapman 
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More widely gadwall are continuing to increase across the UK and 
Western Europe as a whole as both a wintering and breeding species, so 
the decline here is against the wider trend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The maximum counts of Wigeon over the last five years on Ivy Lake show 
a dramatic change and this I snow by far the most important lake for this 
species across the whole complex. The change seems to be driven by a 
change from feeding by grazing on the shore of Ibsley Water or out in the 
Avon Valley at night and resting on Ibsley Water by day to feeding by day 
on food dabbled from the Lake surface on Ivy lake. The Wigeon 
population of the lakes  is now mainly found on Ivy Lake rather than Ibsley 
Water, with little change in overall totals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IBSLEY WATER 
 
As noted in previous reports Ibsley Water has seen a large reduction in 
macrophyte biomass and no supports low numbers of Coot and Gadwall 
as a result. It remains and important daytime roost for birds that feed in 
the Avon Valley, especially in seasons when it is flooded and has 
increased greatly in importance for feeding Shoveler. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The international significance threshold for Shoveler is 400 birds and 
Ibsley Water is now close to qualifying for this status in its own right. 
Although there has been variability between seasons the trend is clearly 
upward. These ducks are feeding on the lake so it is assumed the 
availability of the small food items they filter from the surface waters has 
increased significantly in recent years. 
 
All the lakes are closely associated with the wider Avon Valley and are 
used by wildfowl as one resource, but perhaps Ibsley Water is the most 
obviously linked lake and Pintail the most closely linked species. 
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At times Ibsley Water can attract very large gatherings of Pintail, as it did 
in both the 2019-20 and 2020-21 seasons. Unlike Shoveler these birds 
are not attracted to the lake by food supply, they feed in the flooded Avon 
Valley by night and use the lake as a safe haven for the day. Numbers 
are strongly corelated with the extent of flooding in the wider Avon rather 
than the condition of the lake itself. They are seeking a large open 
waterbody that lacks disturbance. The flocks of Black-tailed Godwit 
likewise only visit at times of flood and will also use Ibsley Water as a 
daytime roost as at least 2000 did in January 2021 
 
Over time the aquatic habitat within the lakes has been changing with 
gradual eutrophication resulting in lower macrophyte biomass and 
increased algal biomass. Although this has inevitably resulted in changes 
to the wildfowl populations, including some of those for which the site is 
designated the area remains of great value and is now attracting larger 
numbers of some species even as others decline.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

8.5 Nocturnal roosts 
 
 

8.5.1 Gulls 
 
The large gull roost formed on Ibsley Water each evening from lat 
summer to early spring as in previous years, peaking in the autumn/winter 
period at up to perhaps 10,000 individuals. Counting is very difficult but 
the pattern has remained fairly constant over the years with Lesser Black-
backed Gull predominating in the autumn/early winter and Black-headed 
Gull in the late winter/early spring period. 
 
8.5.2 Cormorant 
 
The winter cormorant roost on Ivy Lake, continued at similar levels with 
often over a hundred and fifty and occasionally close to two hundred 
birds.  

9. BREEDING BIRDS 
 
The breeding season started early with the warm spell in March but was 
impacted severely by a prolonged spell of colder weather with night-time 
frosts during a good part of April. This resulted in many early nesting 
attempts ending failure and many birds delaying nesting until well into 
May. The nestboxes monitored on the reserve had many abandoned 
early broods and later brood that were generally much smaller than usual. 
On a more positive note the summer saw periodic rains which extended 
the breeding season well past mid-summer for several species and was 
particularly favourable for species that prey on worms and other soil 
invertebrates. 
 
Monitoring was incomplete as survey work was curtailed by Covid 
restrictions. 
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Mute swan  
A pair nested on Ivy Lake and another was present and one pair nested 
on Ibsley Water, those on Ivy reared one cygnet those on Ibsley Water 
hatched at least five cygnets but progressively lost them and none 
fledged. 
 
Greylag goose  
Pairs were seen with young on Ibsley Water, some possibly coming from 
nests on Mockbeggar Lake, but at least one hatched on Ibsley Water. 
Nesting also took place on Blashford Lake but numbers are unknown. 
 
Canada goose  
At least 10 pairs attempted to nest, mostly on Blashford Lake, Ivy Lake 
and Ibsley Water no nest control was undertaken. 
 
Egyptian goose  
One brood was seen on Ibsley Water, they are believed to have come 
from outside the reserve. This alien species from sub-Saharan Africa has 
increased noticeably in recent years, although still not abundant in the UK 
it has shown an ability to rise in numbers very rapidly on the near 
continent in recent years. 
 
Shelduck  
At least one pair was occassionally present around the lakes complex. 
There was no indication of breeding within the reserve. 
 
Mallard  
Mallards bred on Ibsley Water, Ivy Lake, the Dockens Water and 
Blashford Lake. 
 
Gadwall  
There were a few confirmed successful nesting attempts during 2021 with 
ducklings seen on Ibsley Water in late summer. 
 
Tufted duck  
Nesting was attempted on Blashford Lake, Ivy Lake and Ibsley Water at 
least, broods of ducklings were seen elsewhere but as they are often 
moved by the female it was not possible to say where they had hatched.  

 
Little grebe  
At least four pairs nested on the Lapwing Hide silt pond with pairs 
present, but no chicks seen on Ibsley Water and Ivy Lake. Numbers on 
Ibsley Water have declined dramatically in the last couple of years both 
as a breeding bird and non-breeding visitor. This is assumed to due to a 
lack of suitably sized prey items. 
 
Great crested grebe  
Up to three pairs attempted on Ivy Lake with at least two rearing young. 
Others were reared on Blashford Lake and Ibsley Water. 
 
Coot  
Nesting attempts were made widely, chick survival appeared to be 
reasonably good. 
 
Moorhen  
Nesting occurs widely, but is difficult to monitor as they favour dense 
habitat such as the reedbeds beside Ivy Lake. Young were reared on at 
least Ivy Lake, Ibsley Water and the Lapwing hide silt pond. 
 
Water rail  
Calling birds were heard in the flooded reedbed close to Lapwing Hide 
and it seems clear that nesting was attempted, two territories appeared to 
be established but there was no confirmation of breeding success, 
although this species is very hard to confirm breeding. 
 
Oystercatcher  
Three pairs were present throughout the summer. One pair reared one, 
chick on Ibsley Water. The pair closest to Tern Hide failed, this pair has 
the female with a missing foot, which may well impact upon her ability to 
achieve breeding condition. 
 
Little ringed plover  
Up to five territories were present on Ibsley Water and it is probable that 
all made at least attempts at nesting. There was no evidence of any 
chicks being reared. . 
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Lapwing  
No more than five Lapwing territories were present around Ibsley Water 
mainly within the former Hanson site and some of these appeared to be 
males that failed to attract a female. Only one nest site was confirmed 
with certainty and this nest failed after about ten days. 
 
Redshank  
Once again two pairs were present at times and one pair spent some time 
displaying, but there was no certain evidence of nesting within the 
reserve.  
 
Common tern  
As noted above a minimum of 21 pairs were present with at least 28 
chicks reared. This remains a small but reproductively important colony 
which is a consistent net producer of fledglings that must be recruited into 
colonies elsewhere. Over the last 15 years several hundred chicks have 
fledged although the colony has only about doubled in size. Common 
Terns are long lived birds, frequently living to beyond 20 years, so this 
colony has been a significant producer of new recruits to a generally 
declining population. 
 
Black-headed gull  
The colony on Gull Island in Ibsley Water was again not present. The 
Long Spit was similarly unoccupied. The large raft close to Tern Hide was 
occupied by about 35 pairs and young were reared with the first seen 
flying on 9th June. Nesting on the rafts on Ellingham Pound and Ivy Lake 
was successful, although the rafts on Ellingham Pound, which it had not 
been possible to get in at the end of last season suffered collapse as the 
breeding season came to a close. 
 
Cuckoo  
One singing male was regularly present during the spring. 
 
Kingfisher  
Three pairs probably nested along the Dockens Water. Juvenile birds 
were widely seen in late summer and on into autumn. 
 
 

Sand Martin  
There were nesting attempts in the wall at Goosander hide again this 
year, a nest count obtained when the tunnels were cleaned out found 107 
had been excavated of which 93 contained definite nests. This is very 
close to last year’s estimated population of 100 pairs. A countywide 
survey in 2021 revealed that there are now only three colonies with more 
that ten nests in Hampshire, each around 100 pairs in size and two in 
artificial banks. The Ibsley Water colony is home to around a third of the 
entire county population. 
 
Cetti’s Warbler 
At least 13 males were present on territory during the summer. Breeding 
certainly took place on several territories. Key areas for this species are 
around Ivy Lake and Ivy Silt Pond, where the original two territories were 
established and where there are now at least five, with possibly two 
further ones in areas nearby. More recently territories have established at 
the south end of Ellingham Lake, on the north side of Ellingham Pound 
and in three locations between Goosander and Lapwing Hide. The final 
location was in the north-west corner of Ibsley Water. It seems likely that 
numbers will continue to increase as more marginal habitat is occupied. It 
is fast becoming one of the commoner warbler species on the reserve 
despite having only colonised Britain within the last fifty years.  
 
Reed warbler 
Numbers of pairs were apparently good but breeding success was low 
due to a very delayed start to the breeding season. The CES data backed 
up the impression of a poor breeding season. 
 
Reed bunting 
Breeding territories were occupied in the Lapwing Hide reedbed, around 
Ivy Lake and Ivy Silt Pond and on the shore of Ibsley Water close to Tern 
Hide. 
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10. THE FORMER HANSON PLANT SITE 
 
10.1 Planning  
 
The former block plant, abandoned in 2013 was demolished in 2016 and 
the site put into restoration, as required by Hampshire Minerals and 
Waste Planning conditions. Following the demolition of the buildings, 
crushing of the concrete waste and partial removal of the debris the land 
was taken into management by HIWWT for habitat restoration with a view 
to incorporation into the nature reserve. Following contact with HCC 
planners in late summer 2021 it is understood that the site is now 
considered as restored as required by the planning authority. 
 
10.2 The restoration works 
 
The large bank to the north of the site beside Ibsley Water was lowered 
and the bulk of it moved to create a new bank running around the 
southern and eastern sides of the site. This was then planted up with 
bramble, hawthorn, blackthorn and wild rose to create a scrubby habitat 
corridor between the Goosander Hide and the Man Car Park area. A 
footpath was installed running around the outside of this bank to link the 

Main Car Park with Goosander Hide and make a circular route around all 
of the hides on the reserve. 
 
 Planting was also undertaken beside the old office building which had 
been retained as a bat roost and the roadway into the site was broken up 
and seeded, this along with the bank to the south provides one of the only 
grassland areas traversed by a path on the entire reserve so would make 
a valuable addition to the visitor experience.                               
 
The large open area where the concrete block plant stood has been 
restored to open habitat with patches of bare ground, shingle and sand, 
with a number of seasonally wet pools. 
 
The roadway into the site has been restored to grassland and the bank to 
the south reclaimed from bramble scrub also into grassland. This has 
resulted in an area of very short grass and moss dominated vegetation 
along the old roadway with a rougher sward to the south. In addition the 
bank to the north of the road has short and very warm south facing slopes 
giving a good variety of grassland in a small area. 
 
 

 

The entrance into the former Hanson site showing grassland 

restoration. © Bob Chapman 

Planted bank and footpath through the former Hanson Plant site after 

5 years. © Bob Chapman 
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Clifden Nonpareil © Bob Chapman 

11. OTHER RECORDING 

11.1 Plants 
No systematic counts were done this year of the orchid numbers. The 
green-winged orchid appeared again on the lichen heath after first being 
found in 2018. 
 

11.2 Reptile recording 
 

The surveys for reptiles were continued as and when Covid restriction 
allowed, using the same methods as in previous years. Good numbers of 
adder were seen during the lockdown period in March but these were 
casual observations by staff. Once recording was allowed to start in April 
cold weather meant very few were seen. 
 
A full report of the survey findings was produced by Jacki Griffith, to 
whom thanks are extended.  

11.3 Casual invertebrate recording 
 
Relatively little casual recording was possible, although a wide diversity of 
species were noted as using the planters beside the Centre. 

11.4 Moth recording 
 
Robinson moth traps with 125W mercury vapour lamps were run beside 
the centre on over 150 nights. Results were generally good with over 280 
species recorded, the total species now recorded since survey began 
stands at over 530. Once again several of the impressive Clifden 
Nonpareil were caught confirming that they are established on site. 
 

 

Jewel wasp © Bob Chapman 
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White Satin – one of the newly recorded species in 2021 © Bob Chapman 

 Marbled White © Bob Chapman 

A few new species were recorded during the year including Olive  
Crescent, White Satin and number of micro-moth species. Regular 
trapping over a long period has allowed the pattern of occurrence to be 
observed with some species clearly colonising over the last few years. It 
also, inevitably results in an ever growing species list. 
 

11.5 Butterfly recording 
 
Once again, the Blashford volunteers carried out 2 weekly Butterfly 
transects fortunately these were little impacted by lockdown restrictions 
this year, although the very cold April meant that recording got off to a 
slow start and many early season species were severely reduced in 
numbers. 
 
A summary report, was produced by Bob Taylor, to whom thanks for 
organising the survey and producing the subsequent report is due. This 
report is too comprehensive to do justice to it as an appendix a copy of 
the full report can be provided upon request. 

 
  



 
Blashford Lakes Annual Report 2020-21 

28 

 

11. APPENDICES  

APPENDIX A: Annual visit data used to produce tables in the report; 2010-2021 
 

Formal education 

Year 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Pre-School pupils 72 87 12 29 39 62 94 39 0 32 15 

Primary Education 1402 1235 1228 1525 1523 1571 1512 966 1331 247 408 

Secondary Education 256 149 237 218 243 273 276 231 208 198 14 

Tertiary Education 28 51 61 24 43 86 22 111 98 19 88 

Life-long learning (adults) 158 177 375 121 122 211 113 133 130 121 - 

Total number of groups 67 63 77 67 73 81 74 77 63 22 32 

Total number of participants 1916 1699 1913 1917 1970 2203 2017 1480 1,767 617 525 

 

Informal education 

Year 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Number of groups 34 48 37 34 48 38 30 37 30 10 7 

Number of children and young people 442 533 596 442 707 555 449 553 413 71 56 

Number of adults 315 397 448 278 423 296 134 291 285 108 588 

 
Wild Days Out 

Year 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Number of events 16 17 15 16 18 18 16 18 16 4 4 

Number of children 299 227 222 279 277 312 247 257 218 83 29 
 

Public events 

Year 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Number of walks/events 50 71 74 83 100 113 117 150 99 74 47 

Number of adults 705 798 834 791 805 1209 1273 1273 953 504 158 

Number of children 383 531 723 749 702 760 780 692 536 392 196 
 

Visitors (non-guided “general” reserve visitors) 

Year 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Recorded Visitor 
Numbers 

22,258 19,731 17,905 16,620 18,113 17,816 18,256 19,791 26,043 19,461 22,290 
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APPENDIX B: Breakdown of visits across the financial year; 1/04/20- 31/03/21 
  

  Formal Education - school/college/university groups   Adult Education Formal + 
Adult 

Education 
Total 

(including 
attending 
adults) 

  

  
Number of 

groups 
Adults in 

attendance 
Pre-
school  

Infant Junior Secondary Tertiary Ed 
Total 

(excluding 
attending 
adults) 

Number 
of 

groups 
Adults   

Apr 20 - 
Mar 21 

4 12 0 125 8 0 38 171 0 0 183   

  
             

  
Informal Education - youth and scouting groups, WI and natural history 

groups etc. 
       

  
Number of 

groups 
< 5's 5 to 11's 

12 to 
25's 

Adult Total        

Apr 20 - 
Mar 21 

3 0 0 0 274 274        

  
             

  
"Wild Days Out" - childrens' school holiday 

activity days 
Public Events and Guided Walks      

  
Number of 

groups 
5 to 7's 8 to 12's Total 

Number 
of events/  

walks, 
talks  

Adults 
Children and 

Young People 
Total      

Apr 20 - 
Mar 21 

0 0 0 0 42 70 160 230      

           

  
Guided 

visit total 
Visitors   

  

Total 
number of 

participants 
in staff led, 

on-site 
activity 

Visitors to 
the reserve 

not 
participating 
in staff led 

activity 

Tramper 
bookings 

  

      

Apr 20 - 
Mar 21 

687 18729 0  
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APPENDIX C: Young Naturalists report  
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